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July already! Another year over already! Children moving on to school already! 

Can we take this opportunity to wish all our school leavers all the very best and to say a big 

‘thank you’ to all of you parents for choosing St Joseph’s and allowing us to be part of your 

children’s learning journey. It has been a privilege and an honour. We only wish it could have 

been a ‘normal’ year and that we could have seen more of you all. But life is what it is at the 

moment and well done to all of you for getting through it and supporting us in all the 

different ways we have had to manage this last year. We all hope for a brighter future! 

 

School Transitions in September 2021 

We have now sent all our completed ‘Transfer Forms’ on to schools and have been doing lots 

of talk and activities to support the children to be ready for their next big step. We hope 

you are ready too! Some of the teachers have visited us, or called for a chat if not able to 

visit, and we know that the children have been having some visits into their schools too. 

A few parents have asked about having their child back at pre-school for a couple of weeks 

in September as their children start part time or for half days for the first few weeks. 

We are able to support this process but please note that we will no longer be able to claim 

any funding for this time as all funding transfers to schools from 1st of September (even if 

your child does not start straight away) Any time at pre-school will therefore be chargeable. 

You can still pay using your Tax-free Childcare account though so would be able to get some 

tax back at least. Just let me know as soon as possible if you might like/need to do this. 
 

Summer Reports on Tapestry and Learning Journals being prepared to Download 

We hope you have all been able to access the Summer Reports on Tapestry. There is a space 

for you to add your own comments too so please do so if you can! They will also get included 

in your completed Tapestry Learning Journals which will be available for you to download as a 

PDF soon if your child is moving on to school. Instructions on how to download these are 

available by watching the following Tutorial. We will also include instructions with your child’s 

other Graduation things. Just give us until the end of this week to get them finished off and 

ready to be downloaded! You will then have 90 days to access them before Tapestry auto 

deletes them. Please note that they are quite big files due to the number of photographs 

(too big to email anyway!) so do make sure you download them onto a device with enough 

space! 
 

Last Day Party and Graduation! 

Our last day will be Wednesday 21st July and this will be a party day where ALL the children 

are invited to attend from 9am. We are hoping for fair weather as we will be using the school 

playground and so parents/family will be invited back for 11am for our ‘Graduation 

Ceremony’! This will hopefully be followed by a ‘Big Picnic Lunch’ (on a ‘Bring your own’ basis*)  

We are not sure whether the current restrictions will be completely lifted by then or not 

but if we are outside, and still maintain some social distancing, then we should all be able to 
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enjoy some time together in a COVID secure way. We can socialise outside in groups of up to 

30 at the moment and we can have more than one group of 30! It will be lovely to be able to 

socialise a bit before we say good bye!! 

Please note that the day will finish at 1pm on this day and will not run all the way through to 

4pm as staff will have a lot to finish off at the end of the day! 
 

*STOP PRESS:- We have a parent who has offered to run an Indian Food stall at the 

Graduation. You will therefore be able to purchase some yummy Indian cuisine rather than 

having the hassle of preparing a picnic! Details of what will be available plus a chance to put 

in a pre-order will follow shortly.       

 

We are taking part in the ‘BS16 Jumble Trail’! 

We are planning to take part in the BS16 Jumble Trail on Saturday 31st July. We will use this 

as fundraising opportunity as well as a chance to sort out and pass on some of our ‘no longer 

required’ resources and equipment and other stuff. DO pop past and see what we have to 

offer (hopefully some scrummy cakes too!) We will be in the playground under the canopies. 

It runs from 10am to 4pm. All proceeds will be supporting new resources and equipment for 

the pre-school!! 
 

No more Forest School Sessions this term 

I am sorry to say that there will be no more Forest School sessions this week or next as we 

have so many other things to get done and catch up on before the end of the year. BUT 

please read below for a Forest School adventure that YOU can join in with too!! 

Summer Park Meetup and Forest School Session – Saturday 7th August 

We are planning to have a belated ‘meetup’ at Vassalls Park on Saturday 7th August from 

11.30am. We will meet in the area just next to the Car Park where we hope to walk across the 

field to have a mini–Forest School session followed by fun in the park, a picnic lunch and 

maybe a coffee or two from the cafe?! It will be a chance now that restrictions are easing, 

to meet up with other parents and children and have a fun time! 

Wood offcuts needed!! 

Having been given such a wonderful Tool Bench by our leavers last year, Joanne has now also 

completed a ‘Introducing Woodwork in Early Childhood Education’ qualification and is keen to 

establish more structured use of our woodworking equipment. 

We are therefore appealing for any offcuts of wood you may not be needing. (We know there 

must be lots of hoarders out there!), particularly softer wood such as Balsa wood. We would 

also welcome any tools you may not be using either, particularly stubby screwdrivers, small 

hammers, hand drills, and any nails and screws. 

And watchout for the wonderful creations coming your way in the new term!! 

The New Year/Term 

We sincerely hope that we will be moving forward with a more ‘normal’ start to the year in 

September, where we can welcome parents back into the setting and re-introduce lots of the 



other activities like ‘stay and play’ sessions, coffee mornings, training workshops, fundraising 

activities, and other social events. 

We will also be holding our Annual General Meeting on the evening of 13th October 2021. 

This will be a chance to more about what goes on at the Pre-school, plans for the future, and 

ways YOU could get more involved. 

 

That’s it for now! I am sure there will be one more update before we finish but looking 

forwards to seeing as many of you as possible on the 21st!! 

Cathy and Team 


